
Pet winter protection tips: 
 
If possible, bring your pets inside during cold winter weather. 
If pets cannot come indoors, make sure they are protected by a dry, draft-free enclosure large enough 
to allow them to sit and lie down, and cover a raised floor  with cedar shavings or straw.  
Turn the enclosure away from the wind and cover the doorway with waterproof burlap or heavy plastic. 
 
Make sure outdoor pets have access to non-frozen drinking water and extra food in non metal 
containers. 
 
Pets can pick up rock salt, ice and chemicals on their foot pads when outside. Wipe your pet’s paws with 
a warmed dampened washcloth to minimize irritation to your pet’s mouth and digestive tract. Be 
especially careful with antifreeze, which has a sweet taste that attracts both dogs and cats but can be 
fatal in even small amounts. 
 
For additional information visit 
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/winter-storm/protent-pets-during-snowstorms 

http://www.aspca.org/blog/battling-frigid-temps-and-icy-conditions-our-cold-weather-infographic-will-

help 

http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/tips/protect_pets_winter.html 
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